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1. Introduction 
For operational and environmental research pilot scale oil spill experiments were conducted 
in vicinity of Færingehavn, south of Nuuk, Greenland, in two selected bays with suitable 
coastlines. The study investigated the efficiency and environmental impacts of combating oil 
spill at a shoreline by in situ burning. 

A thorough baseline study was performed to make the basis for the assessment of the 
impacts /effects on and potential recovery of the coastal ecosystems and key organisms 
when affected by burning oil. 

The in situ burning operation was initiated when tide was going down and reaching the level 
of the mid tidal zone to ensure direct effect on the tidal community organisms. Thereby 
optimal effect on the coastal tidal community organisms within the limited selected burning 
area was obtained for later assessment of the impact.  

2. Locations 
Two limited shoreline areas of 13 and 9 m, respectively, were selected in two adjacent bays 
which were considered to be comparable regarding substratum and wind exposure (Figs 1-
3). 

 

 
Fig.1. Location of Bay 1 and 2; test and reference bay, respectively, in relation to each other.
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Fig. 2. Costal in situ burning test location - Bay 1, area marked with red ring. 
 

 
 

 
Fig. 3. Reference location - Bay 2, area marked with yellow ring.

 

 














